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Presidential Post by Linda Placzek
| am sure you can feel it in tf
air. Il tds t hat
which goes along with the b
ginning of a new school year
have seen it demonstrated
Wal-Mart with parents and chi
dren seriously engaged in ¢
lecting book bags, pencils, cra ‘
ons, notebooks and of course,
new shoes. . For families, this is part of tying
together all of the preparations necessary for
the start of a new school year. As educators, this
is also a time of tying together all of the things
which will ensure a great start to a new school
year; bulletin boards, planning engaging lessons,
becoming familiar with the new reading or math
series, letters to parents, and the list goes on. As
you think about a new school year beginning, |
hope you are facing it with excitement, enthusi-
asm and high expectations.

Our challenges beginning the 2610 school
year are great, there is no doubt about that. | be-
lieve that as we start a new school year, tiee
together our excitement, enthusiasm and high
expectations and keep them with us throughout
the school year. Maybe that means writing
down those words in our plan book or having
them on a note card or pettin our desk so we
see it whenever we look there. | challenge you to
keep the words excitement, enthusiasm and high
expectations in your head and heart for the entire
school year. Our children deserve only our best.
It is critical that each day they experience the
best instruction, our excitement for learning new
things, our enthusiasm for our career as teacher,
and our high expectations for them to achieve to
the best of their abilities.

| wish each of you a school year filled with ex-
citement, enthusiasm and success as you meet
the needs of the children of Nebraska.

Awards

We all know people in our profession who make
outstanding contributions in this field. Honor
€ t¥efn With@ Mihdtion for one of these awards.

Celebrate Literacy

The Celebrate Literacy Award recognizes or-
ganizations, institutions, and individuals that
have made significant literacy contributions at
the local, state, or provincial level. The hope is
that the celebration will familiarize the public
with literacy activities in the community and call
attention to the work that is being done by the
schools and the International Reading Associa-
tion to promote literacy worldwide.

Councils select a winner for their area, the name
is submitted to the state level and a winner there
is announced in Feb. Apply at www.nereads.org
Deadline is October 15
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Maryann Manning Outstanding Volunteer

The IRA Maryann Manning Outstanding
Volunteer Service Award is a nanonetary
award given annually to four (4) dedicated
volunteers within North America and one (1)
dedicated volunteer outside of North Amer-
ica. For additional information,

www.reading.org

Longtime NSRA mem-
ber, Julie Agard from
Kearney was the 2009
winner for North Amer-
ica. The award was pre-
sented at the IRA Confer-
ence by Maryann Man-
ning. It was reannounced
when Ms. Manning vis-
ited Kearney last Febru-
ary for the State Confer-
ence.




Intellectual Freedom Sophie loves flowers. Robert loves bears. So neither
child is surprised when told she and he are going to

Update Summer 2010 be the flower girl and ring bear in a soon-to-be wed-
by Nancy Comer ding. While Sophie practices her dancing and curtsy-
ing, Robert works on his growling and crawling tech-

Teachers are expressing concerns about their lack ~ niques. Unfortunately, Sophie’s idea of what a flower

L - ) girl is and Robert's idea of what a ring bear does are
of voice in educating students. Those on the Pro quite different from the ideas of their families! Parallel

fessional Studies Committee attending the July stories told in flip-over format, young and old alike will
NSRA Leadership Conference listened attentively cherish this delightful book.

as topics relevant to the classroom (RTI, testing,

curriculum, standards, funding) were discussed @dos b {

and prioritized for further study.

During the 101 legislative session, Senator Ken
Harr introduced LB 898, the Student Expression
Act, to reduce incidents of unwarranted and ille-
gal intrusions into the intellectual freedom and
expression rights of teachers and students. There
was a public hearing attended by citizens and paid
lobbyists. So many persons wanted to speak that
testimony was limited to three minutes, and even
then, not all had a chance to do so.

A Flip-Over Book

N. L. Sharp, NE Authof

N. L. Sharp, longtime member of NSRA and NE
author has received the iParenting Media Award

The bill did not make it out of committee. Sena- from Disney for her book.

tor Haar has called for an interim study of student , , .

expression in Nebr askaos IgRoyar G TheRing Begrpublished By, o

study will seek information regarding current Pralrleland Press, |IIustr§1ted by James Hantula,

policies, including curricular guidelines for citi- is her fourth book for children.

zenship education. The interim study is refer- _ _ , .

enced as LR 433. A full copy of the study resolu- Nancy is a children’s author and an educational
riting consultant {rom Fremgnt, Nebras,li@. Born

tion can be found on the fKhda?orthesihdnifs BaleniheEN2tabkd) €
Www.nebraskalegislature.gov she attended a oneroom country schoolhouse
where she was the only one in her class from kin-
dergarten through the fifth grade. She loved school
You are welcome and encouraged to attend The and books, and whenever anyone would ask what
Academic Freedom Coalition of Nebraska Fall she wanted to be when she grew up, the answer
. was always the same: a writer and teacher.
Program and Annual Meeting Saturday Novem-

ber 6, 2010 at 10:00 a.+:30 p.m. at Country Visit her website for more details on author vis-
Inn and Suites/Beacon Hill Restaurant 5353 N. its, workshops, and presentations.
27" Street, Lincoln, NE. The topic: Speechless in www.nlsharp.com

Nebraska: The High School Press. Featured
speaker: Frank LoMonte, executive director of
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the Student Press Law Center in Arlington, Vir- | iRy _ F'.‘Egmég d >
ginia.You will be able to register on the AFCON ™ A AR & =
website www.nebafcon.org, or send your name Ei-~ % % = M el >
and any questions to Peggy Adair, mat- A 1 C% E o

Syl Danaren R

gama@tconl.com.



Reading Classic Celebrates 20 years! I
by Sylvia Yoder N . THH é[

The State Reading Classic experienced 28 co ' T
peting teams in the 20th State Reading Classic - \=d .
April 10,2010 at Centennial School in Utica N ‘ AL
Division | for grades 34, Division Il for grades 5 ‘
-6, and Division Il for grades-8 competed in
written semifinals at the same time. The top tw e
winning teams from each division went on to t 20
finals competition. The results were Division s

State Champion was Norris, State Runner up

Stoddard School from Beatrice. ‘

Division Il State Champion was St. John School, _ i

Seward ; State Runner up was Di@dell North Platte Competes in Classic

Division Il State Champion was Tri County; by Claudette Wielchowski

State Runner up was Adams School, North Two teams from Adams Middle School in North

Platte. Platte represented Lincoln County at the 20th an-
nual State Reading Classic Contest in Utica on

2011 Booklists are available at http:/ April 12, 2010.The Division 1l seventh and

teacherweb.com?NE/Centennial/readingclassic eighth grade teammembers were thrilled to win

Email your school &s ent r §trophyangmeaadsas renpers O energetcd -

ingclassic745@msn.com group included Kaylee Thompson, Myrissa Near-

man, Amna AlJumaily, Jessica Wolcott,
Haley Wright and Anna Baltz.
The Division Il sixth grade team in-
cluded Jamie Hawley, Amelia Davis
and Camerin Burtle. Mrs. Claudette Wiel-
chowski, Library Media Specialist
B . Py at Adams Middle School, coaches both
N\V N T O . =% teams. This is the first time that these
SO el Al R @ girls have attended the contest. They are
/ ‘ - ' already planning to participate next year.
We would like to thank Sylvia Yoder
, and the Nebraska State Reading
°’ Association for sponsoring the State
" Reading Classic Contest.

i)

READING CLASSIC
20th ANNIVERSARY
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WHEREAS, Literacy is the funda-
mental building block of all learning
and is essential to the success of eve-
ryone in our state and world; and
WHEREAS, throughout the world
International Literacy Day, is tradi-
tionally observed annually on Sep-
tember 8, and focuses attention on
worldwide literacy needs. More than
780 million of the world's adults
(nearly twothirds of whom are
women) do not know how to read or
write, and 100 million children lack
access to education; and
WHEREAS, UNESCO, the Interna-
tional Reading Association, Ne-
braska State Reading Association,
and Rotary International celebrate
International Literacy Day each year
on September 8th in an aim to focus
attention on the need to promote
worldwide literacy; and

WHEREAS, Wednesday, September
8th, 2010 is the International Liter-
acy Day event ctosted by the Li-
brary of Congress (LOC) Center for
the Book;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Dave
Heineman, Governor of the State of
Nebraska, DO HEREBY PRO-
CLAIM September 8, 2010, as Inter-
national Literacy Day in Nebraska,
and | do hereby urge all citizens to
join in reading on this day and en-
courage their support of literacy
throughout our state and world.

For celebration ideas go to:

http://www.reading.org
http://www.unesco.org

%International
7 Literacy Day
Proclamation

by Cindy John-
son

Karen Heafer
and Cindy John-
son met in the
- Warner Cham-
. Wbers at the State
Capitol  with
Governor Dave
F‘. Heineman on
. July 7, 2010, to

endorse and wit-
ness the proclaiming of September 8 as Interna-
tional Literacy Day in NE.

Cindy spoke thanking the Governor and sharing
the following, "the Nebraska state Reading Asso-
ciation in collaboration with the International
Reading Association and Rotary International
hope to draw attention to the need to promote
worldwide literacy by celebrating International
Literacy Day on September 8Literacy is the
fundamental building block of all learning .

Karen Heafer, Governor Dave Heineman, and
Cindy Johnson at the proclamation signing for
International Literacy Day. Karen and Cindy are
members of Eastern Council and Cindy serves
as the NSRA chair of International Projects.



Literacy Events throughout NE

August 30: Nekota Council: Norma Greenough: CSC
September 8: International Literacy Day
9: Sandhills: Ideas for Read for the Record
9: Northeast: Smart Boards: Monica Kathol
11: East Central: Literacy Centers, Schuyler
14: Way West: Brad Wright: Interactive Boards
17: Differentiated Instruction: International
Dyslexic Society , UNK
18: Metro: Learning Headquarters
20 Apple Valley: Laurie Schulte: Dyslexia
October 4: Nekota: Gumdrop Books
7: Jumpstart:Read for the Recoftte Snowy Day
8: Central: Julia Cook: Aspiring Authors
9: Plum Creek Literacy Festival, Seward
16: East Centr al
November 1: Way West: Tricia Parker, NE Dept. of Ed.
10: East Central: NE The Promised Land,
David City
14: Centr al Childrenos
December 6: Nekota: Potluck, CSC Student Sharing
January 6: Way West: Julia Cook, author
13: Sandhills: Soup Supper
17: Nekota: Julia Cook, author
17: Apple Valley: Charlotte Endorf:
History & Reading
22: Storytelling Festival, Kearney, NE
27: Northeast: Dr. Jan Harriot & Emily Roemmich
Singing Our Way to Literacy
February: 2426 NSRA Conference Ramada Inn, Kearney
March 5: Metro: Meet the Author
7. Nekota: Elections, Chadron,
10: East Central: Books & Bars, Columbus
14: Way West: Business Meeting
19: Sandhills: Relax, Spa and Trade
26: Mid NE: Banquet in Broken Bow
10-16: National Library Week
11-17: Week of the Young Child
14: Eastern: Book Fair at Barnes & Noble
16: Northeast: Julia Cook, Young Authors
18: Apple Valley: Kelsea Jones:
Ethnicity & Reading
23 Metro: Spring Round Table
26: Nekota: Business Meeting: Hemingford, NE
28: Chil drends Book Week
8-11: IRA Conference in Orlando, FL
25: Nekota: Officer Work Day

April

May

For details on these programs go to www.nereads.org
Click on the Local Council for more information

Chil drenos
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Breaking A the Rules

Presented by
Michael Sullivan

Reading Festival

Sponsored by

i \Read Aloud Nehraska
Four Sites in April:

Alliance, Lexington, Norfolk, Seward

Day

Watch for details at
www.readaloudnebraska.org

OKTL BQDDJ
Literacy Festival
Saturday, October 9, 2010

Concordia College, Seward NE
www.cune.edu/plumcreek
Featuring:

*Patricia PolaccoPink and Say, Thunder

cake, Januaryaos
*Ashley Bryan :Beautiful Blackbird,

All Things Bright and Beautiful
*Dan Gutman: The Million Dollar Shot
*Alyssa Capucilli & Pat Schorie®iscuit
*Sarah WeeksMrs. McNosh, So B. It
*Ralph Masiello:The Icky
Bug Book, Ancient Egypt

BGHKCQDN
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*Variety of presenters on
Literary Topics




Sandhills Reading Council
by Claudette Wielechowski

The April meeting was a Share Fair. Members

discussed what they had learned and experienced

at the State Reading Conference. Our officers for
20102011 will be President Hannah Hellbusch,
Presidentlect Mendi Roehrs, ViePresident
Chris Simants, Secretary Barb Klimek, Treasurer
Jackie Mikoloyck and District Director Claudette
Wielechowski.

The Executive Board met in July to plan their
program for 201€2011. Programs for the new
year will include participating in Read for the Re-
cord of The Snowy Dayby Ezra Jack Keats, a
presentation about
hension Strategies, 0 a
local activities during Week of the Young Child.

We welcome new member and officer Chris Si-
mants, who shared new experiences and offered
to be a presenter. Yea!

Become a Friend:

Join the NSRA Facebook page!
Learn about the latest Literacy Events in N

Four members of the Sandhills
Reading Council attended the
Leadership Conference in July;
Hannah Hellbusch, Mendi
Roehrs, Chris Simants and
Claudette Wielechowski. They
worked on their grant applica-
tions and visited with all the
wonderful attendees.

Northeast Council by Mary Brady
Northeast Council is ready for a new year.
Thank you to President Gail Hochstein for a job
well done. We are very grateful to have
ChrisTee Weixelman as our secretary. This year
we are looking forward to many great programs.
One of these programs is the smart board. The
opportunity to use such technologies, consider-
ing the great need for them in this century, is
indescribable. Monica Kathol will be presenting
on smart board technology in the classroom.
This will be held on September 9th at 7:00 P.M.
in the Brandenburg Education Building in room
218 at Wayne State College.

Looking ahead to other exciting events, January

ATyi ngl7tReeaig hasting 'Xngiag OaroMayte kiter-
S pey' bp Ary Jam Hagiot fam UNK ang

Emly t
Roemmich from the Grand Island Public School
System in the Niobrara Room Student Center at
Wayne State College. This program involves
teaching music techniques using great literature.
The Young Authors' Festival is April 16th at
Wayne State College Student Center. Our fea-
tured author is Julia Cook from Fremont, Ne.
Julia aims to actively involve young people in
her fun and creative stories and teach them to
become "better." We look forward to all of our
great programs this school year.



Coordinator s6 Co mmebpaLhu® Schmidt

Tie Knowledge Together with Reading, t he-1the
2011 year, was kicked off with twentgur jam packed hours of food, fellowship and fun in the Aurora
Leadership Center July ZB. Coordinator Shirley Snyder, with assistance from Apple Valley, registered
local council officers, state board officers, and committee leaders; room keys were distributed and the mee
ing progressed. President Elect Dennis and Linda Dubry, NSRA secretary created decoupage beok cent
pieces to coordinate with the theme and participants were decked out in a variety of ties.

The object of this Leadership Training was to assist attendees in understanding the goals of IRA an
NSRA and how they could best fulfill these goals in their leadership role. Questions were answered an
Council work time was provided. Gail Hayes and Tiffany Tarvestad revealed the new website design anc
growth potentials with new pages and buttons. The website design is a culmination of a UNK student projec
and more than a year of committee work, input, and training.

IRA Leadership Development Associate Rayann Mitchell, helped local coBwisthe Seedsr
Council Success. Job Alike sessions followed helping local council officers with job descriptions and ideas
for a successful year.

NSRAOGs grants were reviewed and | ocal counci l
local programs and literacy activities across the state. After dinner, officers were installed -&tar All
award checks were distributed to the four councils that successfully met the requirements. The desert buff
was decadent in its variety of scrumptious selections. IRA anniversary certificates were awarded to Wa
West Council for five years and Niobrara for 35 years. The culminating activity that evening was local coun-
cil skits that included hats, a musical instrument, and an inflatable item. Laughter and conversation punctt
ated the day.

After breakfast Thursday morning, President L
Reading and Writing Director Trisha Parker addressed the group as well. After lunch, business was cor
ducted and the meeting was adjourned. After guests were on the road, Dennis conducted a conference pl
ning meeting.

s g O il ,
IRA Leadership Development Associate, Rayann

Mitchell and President Linda Placzek shared strategies ,
plans, and ideas with the councils.

Tricia Parker, Director of Reading for the NE Depart-
ment of Education explained state literacy issues.



Legilarsing raining 20410

Above right: President Linda Placzek leads nearly 50 council officers in a two day training at the Leadersh

Center in Aurora NE on July 239.
Above left: Tie Knowledge Together with Readisghe statewide theme for this year.

Blow: Attendees meet in committee rotations to address projects, publicity, finances, conference, and more



